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Sabaean inscriptions from the Na‘it
On the Himyartic Sabaean conflict in the first and the third
centuries A.D.
Dr. Mohammed Ali Alhajj
Department of Tourism and Archaeology, College of Arts,
University of Hai’l
Abstract: This article provides an analytical study of
three new Sabaean inscriptions found in the ancient town of
Na it, located to the north of the city of Sanaa, about (50
km). The history of these inscriptions dates back to the era
of the Kings of Saba and diz-Raydan. They are dedicatory
inscriptions presented to the Sabaean God, T’ lab Ryam, the
master of the temple Hadtanan, located to the north of the
town of Na it.

The importance of these inscriptions stems from the
that they reflect the nature of the political relations between
the Sabaean and the Himyartic entities during that difficult
period in the history of Yemen in which the conflict between
the Kings of Saba and dii- Raydan branched out with the
aim of uniting the Sabaean and the Himyartic entities.

The third inscription of this study is important (Haj-
Na it 3), because the remaining part of its lines mention a
war that took place between the Sabaean king Ns?’krb Y 'mn
Yhrhb and between the two Himyarite kings: Ysrm Yhn ‘m
and his son Smr Yhr'§ in the cities of Ma'rib and Al-
Rahabah. It is worthy saying that the first inscription (Haj-
Na ‘it 1) comes to mention a new Sabaean word which
appears in the ancient Yemeni inscriptions for the first time,
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it is (MSTN). It is worth noting that these inscriptions are
available at Na it Museum (private museum)
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