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Summary:

The Red Sea is considered the lifeblood line for marine
transportation and a pivotal means for commercial,
civilization and cultural exchange, as well as religious
influence.

This led to the prosperity and development of those
countries as well as the kingdoms located on its coasts. The
greater the expansion of trade exchange between the
countries of the East and the West across the continents of
Africa , Asia and Europe , the greater the geographical and
strategic Importance of the Red Sea.

Consequently, many trading countries aspired to
control over Red Sea, considering it a vital pathway for
their commercial activities and the backbone of their
economy.

The Ottoman Empire (1299-1922) paid a great
attention to Red Sea since 1517AD. Hence, they took the
responsibility to protect it and its coasts on their shoulder.
The Ottomans showed a special interest in the coasts and
seaports of Yemen , especially the sea ports of Aden city,
Hodeidah city and AL-Mukalla city. Therefore, they had to
monitor the Portuguese ambitions in this seaport and its
entrances. During this period, a new phase of competition to
control over Red Sea and the commercial activities had been
already commenced in. The Ottomans made a great effort to
preserve it as an Islamic lake. Meanwhile, the focus of
commercial activity was exclusive on Islamic forces,
especially in the hands of Arabic and Muslim countries.
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Therefore, Ottomans' first steps were very cautious.
Whereas, we find that the Portuguese campaigns continued
and intensified on the coasts of Red Sea in the years 1513-
1618 AD. The Kingdom of Portugal showed thier colonial
willingness to have the power over Red Sea and that was
clearly revealed since 1513 AD, when it tried to occupy and
control over Aden city and all western Yemeni coasts under
the leadership of Admiral " Afonso de Albuquerque
(1453-1515 AD), but its mission of occupation failed .

In 1517 AD, Portugal tried again by preparing a new
naval campaign led by "Lopo Soares de Albergaria
(1460-1520 AD), the Portuguese Viceroy in India & the
third Governor of Portuguese India, aiming at controlling
Red Sea and closing it in the face of Islamic trade
completely .

Actually, Ottoman-Portuguese Conflict during the
sixteenth century (16™ AD) and the early seventeenth
century (17" AD), was paralleled to the movement of
geographical discoveries to control Red Sea and Horn of
Africa (1500-1618AD) . After the Portuguese spread out
the destruction and corruption in the East, Ottomans stood
up and fought them in Red Sea region and succeeded to
expel them from the Red Sea. All this conflict between the
Ottoman Empire and the Portuguese Empire as a whole, it
confirms the economic and geographical importance for
the ports of the Red Sea, especially its significant impact

on the ports which lies on the western coasts of Yemen.
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