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Abstract:

This study deals with clarifying the distinctive linguistic
features of the inscription of "Qaniyah Hymn" written in the
ancient southern Arabic script (Musnad), which consists of
27 lines, using the analytical method in interpreting the
language of the inscription and extracting its words
connotations with reference to ancient South Arabic,
contemporary southern Arabic and standard Arabic
"classical" language.

The study is a new reading of a unique inscription whose
language is classified as an unknown language. The
importance of this study lies on knowing the evolution of
the Arabic language in the southern highlands, and the
creative use of the early Arabic language in making the
poetic art among the southern Arabs in that period.
Additionally, this study seeks to prove the transmission of
this linguistic style in many of its characteristics extent to
the post-Islamic era and its continuing to the present day.

The inscription, the subject of study, has been selected
after the reluctance of specialized researchers to re-study it
and the continuing classification of its language as an
unknown language, given the scarcity and limitations of
studies that dealt with this inscription.

The study reached several results, the most important of
which are: Most of the paragraphs of the inscription are
similar in their linguistic structures to those of Standard
Arabic. And that the poet is one of the rulers of the
provinces, in this poetry, he is bragging about his prowess in
hunting, defeating enemies, leading war campaigns,
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participating in protecting the stomata, expanding influence,
correcting legislatures, and hunting down the Bedouins.
Then he concludes his poetic epic with a question directed
to his gods if it will give him its pardon.

The poem contains vocabularies describing the horns of
animals, the camel animal dedicated to battles, the tools
used in hunting and fighting, the names of peoples and
places, and the names of persons. The poem referred to the
poet’s participation in defending the distant stomata in the
place (Mashqur al-Bahr), which is the famous palace located
in the eastern of Arabian Peninsula.

Keywords: Qaniyah Hymn, Qasidah Himyarite,
Arabic Language, Himyarite Language.
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